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On Gegen Decoction Belonging to Representative of
Taiyang Cold Damage Syndrome

Li Yuming
( Dongzhimen Hospital First Clinical Medical College Beijing University of Traditional Chinese Medicine Beijing 100700 )

Abstract: Mahuang Decoction is generally believed to be the representative of Taiyang cold damage syndrome while Gegen De—
coction is only for complex Taiyang cold damage syndrome. In the original text of Treatise on Cold Damage Diseases both are the
prescriptions for Taiyang febrile diseases. After the careful comparison it is found that Gegen Decoction is the specific prescrip—
tion for the exterior excess syndrome; while Mahuang Decoction has weaker perspiration than Gegen Decoction and it can remove
the exterior depression with emphasis on the removal of lung depression it is the prescription for both the interior and the exterior
with the emphasis on the interior. It is clear that Gegen Decoction is the representative of Taiyang cold damage syndrome.
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